Targets of the Association of Higher Professional Schools:

· To coordinate and unify efforts of Higher Professional Schools when solving the problems they face during their every-day activities focused on systematic bidding up the level of teaching and pedagogical work, 

· To represent the justified interests of the member schools at negotiations with the Ministry of Education and other partner organisations and institutions,

· To develop the cooperation and mutual exchange of experience among the members of the Association and support their endeavour to deepen professional side of education,

· To improve awareness of polarization and character of the higher professional education and its positron in the educational system in the CR,
· To initiate the rational and purposeful evaluation system of the higher professional education which would also guarantee its permanently increasing level. The Association is ready to actively participate in creating this evaluation system,
· To develop again hitherto successful cooperation with relevant Office of the Ministry of Education, participate in discussions covering documents concerning regimentation of the higher professional education and possibly support their formation,

· To submit to the Ministry of Education proposals and topics for enhancement of higher professional schools activities, and, namely, participate in processing the concept of development and position of higher professional education, the suggestion for the legislative improvement of its status included,
· To work for stronger and more stable position of higher professional schools in the Czech Republic educational system. Furthermore deepen specific image of higher professional education and increase its level.

· To be a responsible and qualified partner of the Ministry of Education and other institutions when discussing the questions of further development of higher education,
· To collaborate with the Central School Inspection when specifying inspection activities and focusing them on higher professional schools, evaluating the inspection results leading to the increased level of pedagogical process and forms and methods of higher professional education management.

· To contribute to the better intercommunication among the schools and unify their attitudes to the problems which result from the development of the higher professional education,

· To concentrate the efforts promoting the common targets of higher professional schools in their further development and increasing the quality of educational level,
· To initiate sharing abroad experience as well as experience of the successful higher professional schools in the ČR,
· To organise seminars on actual problems of higher professional schools covering all the Czech Republic attended by responsible administrators of the Ministry of Education and other concerned institutions,

· To help with optimal way of solving problems presented by the Association member schools, if they address the Association.
Higher Professional School
The aim of the training provided in colleges is to enable potential candidates to take on in the future management functions in firms, enterprises, administrations and institutions.
Colleges train their students in general and specialised theoretical and practical knowledge and skills. There are colleges 

· for technologies,

· business and administration,

· nutrition and domestic science,

· agriculture,

· social work,

· design etc.

Practical training plays a key role which differentiates colleges from other educational institutions in the tertiary sphere. Practical training takes place one day a week or is organised in blocks.
